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DAWN OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 

EXCERPTS FROM SECOND CENTURY DOCUMENTS 

 

TEACHING OF MARCION 

 

 Two gods:  Jehovah, of the Old Testament who was an evil, stern, and warlike judge, 

and the other, the Father or Supreme God of the New, a gentle, mild, kind, and 

supremely good god: . 

  The Supreme God's purpose was for there to be only a spiritual world; however, the 

evil Jehovah god, managed to make this material world.  He is vindictive, arbitrary, 

wrathful, and...he did indeed inspire the Old Testament.     

 The Supreme Father god of Christians however requires nothing of us, but rather gives 

everything freely, including salvation.  This God does not seek to be obeyed, but to be 

loved.  He sent his Son to save us.  But Jesus was not really born of Mary, since such a 

thing would have made him subject to Jehovah.  Rather, he simply appeared as a grown 

man during the reign of Tiberius. Naturally, at the end, there will be no judgment, since 

the Supreme God is absolutely loving, and will simply forgive us.  

 Scriptures:  The Old Testament, or Hebrew scriptures were simply set aside.  They were 

the words of an inferior god and should not be  read in church.  

 Very ascetic practices, no marriage.   

  

Teachers and Apologists of the Second Century:    

 Irenaeus of Lyons was made bishop of Lyons (Gaul) in A.D. 178.   

 Pantaenus founded a Catechetical School at Alexandria 

 Clement of Alexandria:  he was a disciple of Pantaeus and flourished between 180-

200 AD;  he died in 215 AD.  

 Hegisippus:  A second century Jewish Christian convert, he collected historical 

documents and traveled about assuring orthodox teaching in various churches around 

the Mediterranean world. 

 Aristides:  in 138 A.D. wrote an apology that has recently been rediscovered. 

 Justin Martyr:  Wrote:  Apology I and II, around 155-160 AD, and A Dialogue with 

Trypho, a Jewish rabbi.  died in 165, 

 Athenagoras, 177-180 wrote, A Plea for Christians, a treatise he sent to the emperor, 

arguing the truth of Christianity.  

 

 Tatian wrote An Address to the Greeks and a harmony of the Gospels in 170 A.D., 

which is thought to be the first translation from the Greek of the Gospels into a local 

language, the Syriac language.   

 Theophilus, bishop of Antioch, wrote Three Books to Autolycus.   
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APOSTLES CREED 

   

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

the Maker of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: 

Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried; 

He descended into hell.  

The third day He arose again from the dead; 

He ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; 

the holy catholic church; 

the communion of saints; 

the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

ATHENAGORAS 

CHAP. III.--CHARGES BROUGHT AGAINST THE CHRISTIANS.  

Three things are alleged against us: atheism, Thyestean feasts, OEdipodean intercourse. But if 

these charges are true, spare no class: proceed at once against our crimes; destroy us root and 

branch, with our wives and children, if any Christian is found to live like the brutes. And yet 

even the brutes do not touch the flesh of their own kind; and they pair by a law of nature, and 

only at the regular season, not from simple wantonness; they also recognise those from whom 

they receive benefits. If any one, therefore, is more savage than the brutes, what punishment 

that he can endure shall be deemed adequate to such offences? But, if these things are only idle 

tales and empty slanders, originating in the fact that virtue is opposed by its very nature to vice, 

and that contraries war against one another by a divine law (and you are yourselves witnesses 

that no such iniquities are committed by us, for you forbid informations to be laid against us), it 

remains for you to make inquiry concerning our life, our opinions, our loyalty and obedience to 

you and your house and government, and thus at length to grant to us the same rights (we ask 

nothing more) as to those who persecute us. For we shall then conquer them, unhesitatingly 

surrendering, as we now do, our very lives for the truth's sake.  

CHAP. XVI.--THE CHRISTIANS DO NOT WORSHIP THE UNIVERSE.  

Beautiful without doubt is the world, excelling, as well in its magnitude as in the arrangement 

of its parts, both those in the oblique circle and those about the north, and also in its spherical 
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form. Yet it is not this, but its Artificer, that we must worship. For when any of your subjects 

come to you, they do not neglect to pay their homage to you, their rulers and lords, from whom 

they will obtain whatever they need, and address themselves to the magnificence of your 

palace; but, if they chance to come upon the royal residence, they bestow a passing glance of 

admiration on its beautiful structure: but it is to you yourselves that they show honour, as being 

"all in all." You sovereigns, indeed, rear and adorn your palaces for yourselves; but the world 

was not created because God needed it; for God is Himself everything to Himself,--light 

unapproachable, a perfect world, spirit, power, reason. If, therefore, the world is an instrument 

in tune, and moving in well-measured time, I adore the Being who gave its harmony, and 

strikes its notes, and sings the accordant strain, and not the instrument. For at the musical 

contests the adjudicators do not pass by the lute-players and crown the lutes. Whether, then, as 

Plato says, the world be a product of divine art, I admire its beauty, and adore the Artificer; or 

whether it be His essence and body, as the Peripatetics affirm, we do not neglect to adore God, 

who is the cause of the motion of the body, and descend "to the poor and weak elements," 

adoring in the impassible air (as they term it), passible matter; or, if any one apprehends the 

several parts of the world to be powers of God, we do not approach and do homage to the 

powers, but their Maker and Lord. I do not ask of matter what it has not to give, nor passing 

God by do I pay homage to the elements, which can do nothing more than what they were 

bidden; for, although they are beautiful to look upon, by reason of the art of their Framer, yet 

they still have the nature of matter. And to this view Plato also bears testimony; "for," says he, 

"that which is called heaven and earth has received many blessings from the Father, but yet 

partakes of body; hence it cannot possibly be free from' change." If, therefore, while I admire 

the heavens and the elements in respect of their art, I do not worship them as gods, knowing 

that the law of dissolution is upon them, how can I call those objects gods of which I know the 

makers to be men? Attend, I beg, to a few words on this subject.  

CHAP. XXXI.--CONFUTATION OF THE OTHER CHARGES BROUGHT AGAINST 

THE CHRISTIANS.  

But they have further also made up stories against us of impious feasts and forbidden 

intercourse between the sexes, both that they may appear to themselves to have rational 

grounds of hatred, and because they think either by fear to lead us away from our way of life, 

or to render the rulers harsh and inexorable by the magnitude of the charges they bring. But 

they lose their labour with those who know that from of old it has been the custom, and not in 

our time only, for vice to make war on virtue. Thus Pythagoras, with three hundred others, was 

burnt to death; Heraclitus and Democritus were banished, the one from the city of the 

Ephesians, the other from Abdera, because he was charged with being mad; and the Athenians 

condemned Socrates to death. But as they were none the worse in respect of virtue because of 

the opinion of the multitude, so neither does the undiscriminating calumny of some persons 

cast any shade upon us as regards rectitude of life, for with God we stand in good repute. 

Nevertheless, I will meet these charges also, although I am well assured that by what has been 

already said I have cleared myself to you. For as you excel all men in intelligence, you know 

that those whose life is directed towards God as its rule, so that each one among us may be 

blameless and irreproachable before Him, will not entertain even the thought of the slightest 

sin. For if we believed that we should live only the present life, then we might be suspected of 

sinning, through being enslaved to flesh and blood, or overmastered by gain or carnal desire; 

but since we know that God is witness to what we think and what we say both by night and by 

day, and that He, being Himself light, sees all things in our heart, we are persuaded that when 
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we are removed from the present life we shall live another life, better than the present one, and 

heavenly, not earthly (since we shall abide near God, and with God, free from all change or 

suffering in the soul, not as flesh, even though we shall have flesh, but as heavenly spirit), or, 

falling with the rest, a worse one and in fire; for God has not made us as sheep or beasts of 

burden, a mere by-work, and that we should perish and be annihilated. On these grounds it is 

not likely that we should wish to do evil, or deliver ourselves over to the great Judge to be 

punished.  

CHAP. XXXII.--ELEVATED MORALITY OF THE CHRISTIANS.  

It is, however, nothing wonderful that they should get up tales about us such as they tell of their 

own gods, of the incidents of whose lives they make mysteries. But it behoved them, if they 

meant to condemn shameless and promiscuous intercourse, to hate either Zeus, who begat 

children of his mother Rhea and his daughter Kore, and took his own sister to wife, or Orpheus, 

the inventor of these tales, which made Zeus more unholy and detestable than Thyestes 

himself; for the latter defiled his daughter in pursuance of an oracle, and when he wanted to 

obtain the kingdom and avenge himself. But we are so far from practising promiscuous 

intercourse, that it is not lawful among us to indulge even a lustful look. "For," saith He, "he 

that looketh on a woman to lust after her, hath committed adultery already in his heart." Those, 

then, who are forbidden to look at anything more than that for which God formed the eyes, 

which were intended to be a light to us, and to whom a wanton look is adultery, the eyes being 

made for other purposes, and who are to be called to account for their very thoughts, how can 

any one doubt that such persons practise self-control? For our account lies not with human 

laws, which a bad man can evade (at the outset I proved to you, sovereign lords, that our 

doctrine is from the teaching of God), but we have a law which makes the measure of rectitude 

to consist in dealing with our neighbour as ourselves. On this account, too, according to age, 

we recognise some as sons and daughters, others we regard as brothers and sisters, and to the 

more advanced in life we give the honour due to fathers and mothers. On behalf of those, then, 

to whom we apply the names of brothers and sisters, and other designations of relationship, we 

exercise the greatest care that their bodies should remain undefiled and uncorrupted; for the 

Logos again says to us, "If any one kiss a second time because it has given him pleasure, [he 

sins];" adding, "Therefore the kiss, or rather the salutation, should be given with the greatest 

care, since, if there be mixed with it the least defilement of thought, it excludes us from eternal 

life."  

CHAP. XXXIII.--CHASTITY OF THE CHRISTIANS WITH RESPECT TO 

MARRIAGE.  

Therefore, having the hope of eternal life, we despise the things of this life, even to the 

pleasures of the soul, each of us reckoning her his wife whom he has married according to the 

laws laid down by us, and that only for the purpose of having children. For as the husbandman 

throwing the seed into the ground awaits the harvest, not sowing more upon it, so to us the 

procreation of children is the measure of our indulgence in appetite. Nay, you would find many 

among us, both men and women, growing old unmarried, in hope of living in closer 

communion with God. But if the remaining in virginity and in the state of an eunuch brings 

nearer to God, while the indulgence of carnal thought and desire leads away from Him, in those 

cases in which we shun the thoughts, much more do we reject the deeds. For we bestow our 

attention; not on the study of words, but on the exhibition and teaching of actions,--that a 

person should either remain as he was born, or be content with one marriage; for a second 
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marriage is only a specious adultery. "For whosoever puts away his wife," says He, "and 

marries another, commits adultery;" not permitting a man to send her away whose virginity he 

has brought to an end, nor to marry again. For he who deprives himself of his first wife, even 

though she be dead, is a cloaked adulterer, resisting the hand of God, because in the beginning 

God made one man and one woman, and dissolving the strictest union of flesh with flesh, 

formed for the intercourse of the race.  

CHAP. XXXIV.--THE VAST DIFFERENCE IN MORALS BETWEEN THE 

CHRISTIANS AND THEIR ACCUSERS.  

But though such is our character (Oh! why should I speak of things unfit to be uttered?), the 

things said of us are an example of the proverb, "The harlot reproves the chaste." For those 

who have set up a market for fornication and established infamous resorts for the young for 

every kind of vile pleasure,--who do not abstain even from males, males with males 

committing shocking abominations, outraging all the noblest and comeliest bodies in all sorts 

of ways, so dishonouring the fair workmanship of God (for beauty on earth is not self-made, 

but sent hither by the hand and will of God),--these men, I say, revile us for the very things 

which they are conscious of themselves, and ascribe to their own gods, boasting of them as 

noble deeds, and worthy of the gods. These adulterers and paederasts defame the eunuchs and 

the once-married (while they themselves live like fishes; for these gulp down whatever fails in 

their way, and the stronger chases the weaker: and, in fact, this is to feed upon human flesh, to 

do violence in contravention of the very laws which you and your ancestors, with due care for 

all that is fair and right, have enacted), so that not even the governors of the provinces sent by 

you suffice for the hearing of the complaints against those, to whom it even is not lawful, when 

they are struck, not to offer themselves for more blows, nor when defamed not to bless: for it is 

not enough to be just (and justice is to return like for like), but it is incumbent on us to be good 

and patient of evil.  

CHAP. XXXV.--THE CHRISTIANS CONDEMN AND DETEST ALL CRUELTY.  

What man of sound mind, therefore, will affirm, while such is our character, that we are 

murderers? For we cannot eat human flesh till we have killed some one. The former charge, 

therefore, being false, if any one should ask them in regard to the second, whether they have 

seen what they assert, not one of them would be so barefaced as to say that he had. And yet we 

have slaves, some more and some fewer, by whom we could not help being seen; but even of 

these, not one has been found to invent even such things against us. For when they know that 

we cannot endure even to see a man put to death, though justly; who of them can accuse us of 

murder or cannibalism? Who does not reckon among the things of greatest interest the contests 

of gladiators and wild beasts, especially those which are given by you? But we, deeming that to 

see a man put to death is much the same as killing him, have abjured such spectacles. How, 

then, when we do not even look on, lest we should contract guilt and pollution, can we put 

people to death? And when we say that those women who use drugs to bring on abortion 

commit murder, and will have to give an account to God s for the abortion, on what principle 

should we commit murder? For it does not belong to the same person to regard the very fetus in 

the womb as a created being, and therefore an object of God's care, and when it has passed into 

life, to kill it; and not to expose an infant, because those who expose them are chargeable with 

child-murder, and on the other hand, when it has been reared to destroy it. But we are in all 

things always alike and the same, submitting ourselves to reason, and not ruling over it.  
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MARCUS AURELIUS:  MEDITATIONS, book 2 (about a third) 

Begin the morning by saying to thyself, I shall meet with the busy-body, the ungrateful, 

arrogant, deceitful, envious, unsocial. All these things happen to them by reason of their 

ignorance of what is good and evil. But I who have seen the nature of the good that it is 

beautiful, and of the bad that it is ugly, and the nature of him who does wrong, that it is akin to 

me, not only of the same blood or seed, but that it participates in the same intelligence and the 

same portion of the divinity, I can neither be injured by any of them, for no one can fix on me 

what is ugly, nor can I be angry with my kinsman, nor hate him, For we are made for co-

operation, like feet, like hands, like eyelids, like the rows of the upper and lower teeth. To act 

against one another then is contrary to nature; and it is acting against one another to be vexed 

and to turn away.  

 

Whatever this is that I am, it is a little flesh and breath, and the ruling part. Throw away thy 

books; no longer distract thyself: it is not allowed; but as if thou wast now dying, despise the 

flesh; it is blood and bones and a network, a contexture of nerves, veins, and arteries. See the 

breath also, what kind of a thing it is, air, and not always the same, but every moment sent out 

and again sucked in. The third then is the ruling part: consider thus: Thou art an old man; no 

longer let this be a slave, no longer be pulled by the strings like a puppet to unsocial 

movements, no longer either be dissatisfied with thy present lot, or shrink from the future.  

 

All that is from the gods is full of Providence. That which is from fortune is not separated from 

nature or without an interweaving and involution with the things which are ordered by 

Providence. From thence all things flow; and there is besides necessity, and that which is for 

the advantage of the whole universe, of which thou art a part. But that is good for every part of 

nature which the nature of the whole brings, and what serves to maintain this nature. Now the 

universe is preserved, as by the changes of the elements so by the changes of things 

compounded of the elements. Let these principles be enough for thee, let them always be fixed 

opinions. But cast away the thirst after books, that thou mayest not die murmuring, but 

cheerfully, truly, and from thy heart thankful to the gods.  

 

Remember how long thou hast been putting off these things, and how often thou hast received 

an opportunity from the gods, and yet dost not use it. Thou must now at last perceive of what 

universe thou art a part, and of what administrator of the universe thy existence is an efflux, 

and that a limit of time is fixed for thee, which if thou dost not use for clearing away the clouds 

from thy mind, it will go and thou wilt go, and it will never return.  

 

Every moment think steadily as a Roman and a man to do what thou hast in hand with perfect 

and simple dignity, and feeling of affection, and freedom, and justice; and to give thyself relief 

from all other thoughts. And thou wilt give thyself relief, if thou doest every act of thy life as if 

it were the last, laying aside all carelessness and passionate aversion from the commands of 

reason, and all hypocrisy, and self-love, and discontent with the portion which has been given 

to thee. Thou seest how few the things are, the which if a man lays hold of, he is able to live a 

life which flows in quiet, and is like the existence of the gods; for the gods on their part will 

require nothing more from him who observes these things.  


